
Chapters 21:15-28



Class 1 Introductory
Class 2          Acts 1:1-5:42

Class 3 Acts 6:1-9:43
Class 4          Acts 10:1-15:35
Class 5          Acts 15:36-21:14
Class 6 Acts 21:15-28:31

Outline of the Classes



The Preparation for the Christian Mission (1:1-2:13)
The Mission in Jerusalem (2:14-8:3)
The Mission in Judea (8:4-9:43)
The Inauguration of the Gentile Mission (10:1-15:35)
The Mission of Paul to the Ends of the Earth (15:36-21:40)

Paul as Prisoner Witnesses to the Resurrection (21:15-26:32)

Material Covered in Class 6

Paul and James in Jerusalem
Paul’s Arrest
Paul’s Defense before the Jerusalem Jews
Paul Imprisoned
Paul before the Sanhedrin
Transfer to Caesarea
Trial before Felix
Appeal to Caesar
Paul before King Agrippa
King Agrippa Hears Paul
Reactions to Paul’s Speech
Departure for Rome
Storm and Shipwreck
Winter in Malta
Arrival in Rome
Testimony to Jews in Rome



Paul and James in Jerusalem

Paul and his companions made their way to Jerusalem to meet with James
• Paul reports to James and the elders all that God had done among the Gentiles
• They accuse Paul of telling Jews that they no longer need to be circumcised and 

follow the Law, not to circumcise the children and not to follow the law
• James has Paul purify himself with other Jews in order to prove to the Jews that 

he is living the Jewish faith

Notice that Peter is not longer seen as the leader and the 12 are not mentioned
Instead, it is James and the indefinite number of brothers



Paul’s Arrest

Paul is being accused of teaching against the Jewish law and of bringing 
Greeks into the temple and so defiled it.

They assumed Paul brought Trophimus into the temple

They dragged Paul out of the city to beat him
The cohort commander heard of the riot and arrested Paul while at the 
same time saving him from the crowd.

Paul admitted that he is not the one who started all the revolts and so he 
asked to address the crowd.



Paul’s Defense before the Jerusalem Jews

Paul addresses them in Hebrew

Paul is speaking to Jews and so will sound very Jewish

He speaks of his Jewish background and his persecution of the Christians
He states that he was even at the death of Stephen, the first martyr
He recounts his conversion

Paul then said that the Lord sent him to the Gentiles and that set everyone off 
to kill him

TALKING ABOUT BEING SENT TO THE GENTILES TO BE WELCOMED INTO THE 
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY SETS THE JERUSALEM JEWS INTO RIOT



Paul Imprisoned

Paul is arrested 

Just before he is going to be whipped, he tells them that he is a Roman 
citizen and so cannot be treated this way without a trial



Paul before the Sanhedrin
The cohort commander wanted to know why Paul was being accused 

He placed Paul before the Jews and ordered them all to gather

Paul claims his innocence before God

Note Paul very aggressive behavior  when being judged by his peers (23:1-5)

There were before him Pharisees and Sadducees
Pharisees believed in the resurrection
Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection

Paul, claiming he was on trial for the resurrection, divided the group over the 
issue of the resurrection.

STATING HE WAS ON TRIAL FOR THE RESURRECTION SETS THE SANHEDRIN (THE 
PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES) INTO A RIOT.  

The dispute was so serious, the commander rescued Paul thinking that he might 
be torn to shreds.  



Transfer to Caesarea
The Jews made an oath to fast until Paul was killed.

Then have a plan to have him brought to them with the idea that they want to 
hear him.  The real plan is to ambush him.

Paul’s nephew sends the commander a message and they decide to send him to 
Caesarea.  



Trial before Felix

He is being accused of being a “pest”
He creates dissension among Jews.
He is the ringleader of the sect of the Nazoreans
Tried to desecrate the Temple

Paul’s defense is that he never started a riot, he is practicing his Jewish faith 
faithfully.  He has done nothing wrong but proclaim the resurrection of the dead.

His defense is on the teaching and not on practice of the Jewish faith and the 
conversion of Gentiles without following the Jewish Law.



Captivity in Caesarea

Felix and his wife listen to Paul speak of Jesus and all was interesting until…
He spoke of righteousness, self-restraint, and the coming 

judgment

History reports that Felix had stolen his wife from her first husband
(Harkens back to John the Baptist and Herod)

Felix keeps him in prison hoping to get a bribe from him and to keep peace 
with the Jews
Paul is in prison for two years until Felix dies and Festus replaces him



Appeal to Caesar

Festus hears his case and asks if he will go to Jerusalem for a trial

Paul does not wish to go there but to be tried by Caesar.



Paul before King Agrippa

King Agrippa came to town and wish to hear Paul
Festus brings Paul before him with the statement that he wishes to have something 
to accuse him of before he sends him to the Emperor.



King Agrippa Hears Paul

Paul recounts his persecution of the Christians, conversion, and preaching
He defends himself as a faithful Jew



Reactions to Paul’s Speech

The consider him mad but not guilty



Departure for Rome



Storm and Shipwreck
They are shipwrecked 

Note verse 27:35



Winter in Malta

Paul heals the Father of Publius, the chief of the island

They win the favor of the inhabitants of the island and so paid them honor



Arrival in Rome



Testimony to Jews in Rome

Some believed and some did not.

Paul still ended with, “Let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been 
sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.



No Homework

The End


